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S.C.I. Marine Survey P.E.I. is a new survey and appraisal service on Prince Edward Island.  
S.C.I. Survey and Appraisal provides an extensive range of marine surveying services, with 

specialty in recreational yachts, small craft and fishing vessels. 

What's New on the CPS Web 
 
Login to the Members Web site to find "What is New?" and Recent Members Moorings 
updates including, Reports and Minutes of the AGM, Governing Board, Operating 
Committee and Training meetings, the National Directory, the National Calendar and 
Volunteer Awards.  
  
Access the Officers' Web to find recent "Officer News" and updates, Regulation and 
Policies, Officer Guidebooks, frequently used Forms, Course Addenda, PCOC and ROC(M) 
Test Protocols, and Access to WBAS for National, District and Squadron Officers. 
  
Please login and use these links to find information: 
  
General Login: https://www.cps-ecp.ca/members 
Recent Members Moorings Update:  
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/members/?WCE=C=47|K=225624 
 
Lawrence Sze-Ying Lau SN 
Chair CPS Communications Committee 
Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons / Les Escadrilles canadiennes de plaisance 
(CPS-ECP) 26 Golden Gate Court, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 3A5 
416-293-2438 / 1-888-277-2628 



Vogue Optical Charlottetown Race Week  
July 15th – July 17th, 2010 - Charlottetown Yacht Club - Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture yourself soaking up the sun and enjoying a great downwind run this summer in Charlottetown…… 
We would like to personally invite you to come join us and spend three great days racing and all the fun you can handle. If you want more 
racing there will be a NStYA Category C distance race on Wednesday, July 14th!  
Talk to other racers from your club - Pick three boats and enter our "Best Three Scores" award! Details to follow! 
If you still haven’t had enough make sure you take in Chester Race Week. August 11-14th http://chesterraceweek.com/ 
We’re working hard together to give you a summer full of fun on the water! 
 
For further information please contact: 
Lisa MacKinnon, Club Manager, 
Charlottetown Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 1024, 2 Pownal Street, Charlottetown PEI C1A 7M4 
Phone (902) 892-9065, 
Fax (902) 892-0357, 
E-mail manager@cyc.pe.ca 

Our squadron again provided a Safe 
Boating CPS Booth at the Quarter 
Master Marine Open House.   I would 
like to thank The following bridge 
members for volunteering there time to 
make this a success:  
 
Saturday  
09:00 - 11:00    Harley Richardson 
11:00 - 14:00    Andrew Cudmore 
14:00 - 17:00    David Beaton  
  
Sunday  
11:00 - 13:30    Andrew Cudmore 
13:30 - 17:00    Wellington Gay  

http://chesterraceweek.com/
mailto:manager@cyc.pe.ca


Support your Squardon by ordering Items from Ships Stores 
                   The following items are now available for  purchase.   
         http://www.blueheroncps.pe.ca/Stores.htm 
 

                                                        Ball cap Blue     $18.00 BHS logo on Front  
                                                               Ball cap Tan      $20.00 BHS penant on front & CPS on back 
                                                               Bucket hat          $14.00 
                                                               Golf shirt            $43.00 
                                                               Zip Fleece           $35.00 
                                                        Blue Heron Squadron burgees/flags (heavy nylon) $20.00 ea 

                                CPS burgees/flags (8" x 13")                                  $10.00 ea 
                                CPS burgees/flags (12" x 20")                                $10.00 ea 

              Anyone can obtain these by contacting: 
                                              E-mail: web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca. 

http://www.blueheroncps.pe.ca/Stores.htm
mailto:web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca


CPS Membership Renewal 
For your convenience, we are providing on-line membership renewal on the CPS website. 
It is very easy to follow the link in the email sent to you allowing you to renew your membership in Blue Heron Squadron and 
Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons.  

• Don't wait for an invoice to arrive by email or snail mail: Visit the national website at www.cps-ecp.ca and click on 
"Membership Renewal".  

• Have your membership ID number and credit card handy. It only takes a few minutes, and you're done! Help us to 
help boaters in our community learn better boating, so they and their families can enjoy the water safely and to the 
fullest.  

  
Current member renewals were issued via e-mail as well snail mailed in March.  If you still have not received your 
invoice please contact the membership officer at web2@blueheroncpe.pe.ca .  If you know of a past member 
that would be interested in re-joining membership with the squardon or know of someone that thought it was too 
late to re-join, please have them e-mail the CPS squadron Membership officer web2@blueheroncpe.pe.ca and 
request a application for renewal.   
 

CPS Membership Report 
We must be doing something right. Wellington reports that membership is down across the country, but Blue 
Heron is setting membership records. As of today we have 125 regular members and 93 Associate members for a 
total membership of 218. Of those, 28 are past due.  
  
For those who haven’t renewed yet, it only takes a couple of minutes to do it online. 
  
Graham   

STOCK YOUR VESSEL WITH CPS LIFEJACKETS 
  
In June 2009, CPS-ECP signed a Memorandum of Agreement with Salus Marine, a Canadian manufacturer of 
lifejackets.  Salus has received several awards including one from the Canadian Safe Boating Council for the 
introduction of lifejackets suitable for infants.  CPS-ECP acquired lifejackets from Salus for the CPS-ECP Recreational 
Vessel Courtesy Check (RVCC) program, carried out through the summer of 2009. 
  
The standard gold lifejacket, without pockets, and with the CPS-ECP logo on both front and back can be purchased 
directly through Ships Store for $76.00 each plus tax and shipping charges, a 15% savings off the regular retail price.  
These are the ones that have been displayed by Ships Store at both National Training and Governing Board meetings 
held in March at the Delta Airport Hotel in Toronto and also featured under Ships Store on the CPS-ECP website, 
complete with a dropdown sizing chart. 
  
Information on other Salus lifejackets, including custom orders, is available by contacting Ships Store directly and the 
catalogue can be viewed on the Salus website, www.salusmarine.com.  Salus President Steve Wagner is offering all 
lifejackets at 15% off the retail price to CPS-ECP members, plus applicable taxes and shipping.   
  
Shipping costs for anywhere in Canada will be $7.00 for one lifejacket and $10.00 for two or more.  If you have any 
questions or concerns and/or are interested in placing an order, please contact Lynda Green directly from Ships Store 
at 1-800-CPS-BOAT. 
   
Tracie Berekoff, P 
National Ships Store Chair 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons / Les Escadrilles canadiennes de plaisance 
(CPS-ECP)  
26 Golden Gate Court 
Scarborough, Ontario M1P 3A5 
416-293-2438 / 1-888-277-2628 

www.cps-ecp.ca
mailto:web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca
mailto:web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca


A Ditch Bag for Offshore Boaters 
By Capt. John N. Raguso - Reprinted from Lifelines magazine, May 2008   
 
Be Prepared  - I’ve been making trips to the bluewater since the mid-1970s and I’ve never had to abandon ship due to weather related issues, 
mechanical breakdowns, hull damage or otherwise. However, there were at least a half dozen times when my passengers and I came awfully 
close to going into the water. Fortunately, quick thinking or a last-minute act of God has always saved us from peril and plight.  Still, it’s a fact 
of life that, if you boat and fish with enough frequency, sooner or later you will be confronted with a potentially compromising situation. It’s 
simply the law of averages.   Several companies make them and they are not all the same, so be careful. Remember, match the contents of the 
bag to where you will be going.  Given the notion that I might have to suddenly abandon ship in less than 30 seconds, I’ve often pondered what 
my last official act would be before hitting the DSC “Mayday” button on my VHF. Quite simply, I’d grab the “ditch bag” and stay aboard until 
the very last moment, when it would be clear that jumping ship would be the only viable option for survival.  
 
Basic Components 
Having learned from my brushes with danger over the years, I’ve assembled what I consider to be a workable emergency ditch bag, which is 
kept at the helm or within reaching distance at all times. Rather than have this kit be a suitcase full of bulky items, ranging from medical 
supplies and tools to food and drink, I’ve limited my emergency stash to deal with one basic question: “Besides my Type-1 PFD, what would I 
need in the water?”   This “ditch bag” isn’t a bag at all but rather a day-glow red Pelican case and it is mounted right on the center console. It is 
certainly easily at hand.   
 
This basic survival question has led me to assemble the following components, all of which fit neatly into a handy, bright yellow, portable 
floating PVC case that measures less than one square foot. Keeping the delimited size of this SOS ditch bag in mind, it has evolved to include 
the following items:  Four (4) Cyalume 12-hour red, yellow and/or orange colored chemical light sticks, Three self-contained handheld aerial 
safety flares, Three handheld smoke flares, Signal mirror, Waterproof whistle, 3-foot x 6-foot orange distress flag, LED floating flashlight, 
Container of orange water-activated signal dye, Handheld, waterproof VHF radio with alkaline battery pack, Handheld GPS navigator, 
Leatherman Super-Tool, - Strobe light, Personal Locator Beacon(or 406 MHz EPIRB for your boat), Small medical kit with aspirin and seasick 
pills, and One 16-oz bottle of water 
 
Some Explanation - The Cyalume chemical light sticks are a great invention. They have a long shelf life and remain secure in foil wrappers 
until needed. They also have built-in loops that easily attach to snaps on your Type-1 PFDs and will glow brightly for up to 12 hours. I prefer 
the red, orange or yellow colors, since these will have the most contrast with the water in limited visibility situations when air rescue resources 
or passing ships might be looking for you.   The key is to stowage of a “ditch bag” is to have it “easily at hand.”  Self-contained aerial flares 
that don’t require a pistol to launch are also a major plus, as is a floating flashlight. I go with the alkaline battery power in my handheld Uniden 
VHF, so I don’t have to worry about the Ni-Cad unit loosing its charge. The alkaline batteries have a three year shelf life and will provide a 
minimum of ten hours of operation.  
 
For a GPS, I go with the waterproof Magellan since it will tell me my precise position and direction of drift, which I can then communicate to 
anyone within VHF radio range. I also recommend Leatherman’s Super Tool as it can do a myriad of things, but its stainless steel construction 
will make it sink like a rock. I solve this problem by looping the case’s belt loop on the ditch bag’s carry strap. Finally, my flashing strobe is 
equipped with the convenience of a flashlight on the opposite end, which serves as a backup to my primary flashlight.  
 
A personal locator beacon should be in your “ditch bag” with alkaline batteries.   
 
These items should enable you to handle many emergency situations, from communicating your exact position via the radio (using precise 
Lat/Long coordinates), to alerting passers-by of your plight through more conventional means.  
 
Most important, your ditch bag should be water tight and float with all of your gear in it. Google “ditch bag” and you will find not only sources 
for the bag, but also some of the equipment that should go in it. Remember, your emergency ditch bag will do you no good if you can’t reach it 
in a hurry, so keep it nearby at all times and don’t leave port without it! 

Home - Commercial  - Auto  - Life - Boat Plans 
H.L. SEAR INSURANCE LTD. 
Payment Plans Available 

894-5066 
          57 Grafton Street Charlottetown 

Capital Electric & Refrigeration Ltd. 
Electrical "Refrigeration" HV AC 

 
Marine Electrical & Wiring 

Kevin McKeigan- Manager 

22 Garfield St., Box 995, Ch'town, PEl CIA 7M4 
Phone: 902-894-7341 Fax: 902-894-7342 

Cell: 902-626-7167 



Have you already passed a CPS course ?  Want to take it again as a refresher .. for FREE ? 
"Did you know that as a member of the Blue Heron Squadron you are always welcome to return to 

courses you have already taken, at no charge. As long as you have the course text book already, 
you can audit the course for free, and refresh your skills." 

 

Training Update 
With the efforts of our volunteer’s who were instructors and course organizers, we had a 
great year offering courses and seminars.  We had over 90 students in:Boating,  
Seamanship, Advanced Piloting,  Fundamentals of Weather,  Global Weather, Navigation 
with GPS, Electronic Charting, and a Distress Signaling seminar. 
 
Our plans with respect to course offerings for the 2010-2011 season will not be finalized 
until next fall.  Each year we offer the Boating course, but following is a list of other 
possible courses: 
Elective Courses/Seminars                      Advanced Courses 
Seamanship Sail                                              Seamanship 
Marine Maintenance                                         Advanced Piloting 
Extended Cruising                                            Celestial Navigation 
Fundamentals of Weather 
Global Weather 
VHF Radio with DSC 
Navigating with GPS/Electronic Charting 
 
Your squadron wants to offer whatever interests you.  So if you are curious about any of 
these courses, or want more information, please contact any member of the bridge, or 
check the Blue Heron web site at  www.blueheroncps.pe.ca .  Also, anyone who is 
interested in sharing their knowledge as an instructor, please let us know !  This request is 
not only for “experienced instructors”; anyone who has taken a course is more than able to 
share your knowledge with others, and it is a great way to keep your knowledge and skills 
fresh. 

 
Registration for courses will be held in early November, so keep an eye out for 

advertisements and our web site next fall.  Have safe and enjoyable boating season, and 
we hope to see you next fall/winter. 
 
Thanks, Greg MacKay, Ken Hynes, Don Baker 

Oak Island Marina officially opened Saturday May 15.  All members of Blue 
Heron Squadron are cordially welcome. 
 
Your faithful Oak Island Port Captain, 
Dave DeWolfe 
Yachtmaster Ocean - www.DiscoverySailing.com 
1-877-275-8377 

www.blueheroncps.pe.ca
www.DiscoverySailing.com


BUY & SELL SECTION 
                       This area is dedicated for any marine items you wish to buy or sell. 
 
Instructions: E-mail Newsletter Editor Andrew Cudmore at web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca with the following 
info: 
• Brief description of marine item, Asking price, Contact name, phone number and/or e-mail  
• Picture (optional - in JPEG format) 
This section of the newsletter is reserved for associate and full CPS members ONLY.  It would be the members own 
responsibility if they wanted to input requests on behalf of a non-member. 
IN NO EVENT SHALL WE, OUR PARENT, SUBSIDIARIES, OFFICERS, OR DIRECTORS BE LIABLE FOR LOST PROFITS OR ANY SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, 
CONSEQUENTIAL, INDIRECT OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH OUR NEWSLETTER, OUR SERVICES OR THIS 
AGREEMENT  

For Sale:  
2000 30' Chaparral Signature 300 powered by twin 5.7 Mercruisers (300Hrs) @ Mercruisers Bravo III.  This vessel 
is truly the flagship of the current Chaparral fleet.  The Signature 300 is a sporty and affordably priced family cruiser with a 
roomy cockpit and an attractive  mid-cabin interior. It is constructed on a good running, deep-V hull with a solid  
fiberglass bottom, moderate beam and an integral swim platform. The cockpit is well arranged, with seating for six, and a 
removable cockpit table that converts the U-shaped lounge into a big sun pad.  The aft  
bench seat can be folded away to free up some cockpit space, and a quad section hatch  
provides excellent access to the engine compartment.  Below decks, the interior of the  
Signature 300 is arranged with double berths fore and aft, a convertible dinette, a compact  
galley, and stand-up head. Privacy curtains are standard and cabin headroom is excellent. 
Additional features include a transom shower, walk-thru windshield, cockpit lighting and five 
opening ports. It has Mercruiser 5.7L (250HP) stern drive gas engines (Bravo III's) with only  
300-hours, which will cruise the Signature 300 at 24-knots and reach a top speed of around 
37-knots. Other options that this beauty has, just to name a few, are: a Alpine CD player,  
automatic anchor windlass, a 1700W Inverter (Ship/Shore Breaker Panel), and good  
compliment of electronics. This is a beautiful boat that is stored out of the water    -  $89,000.  email: ascudmore@eastlink.ca 
 
1987 30’(33’LOA) SEA RAY Sedan Bridge (KAJESS III)  $52,000 W/Trailer                                                                  
The boat was bought four years ago from the original owner in New York state (fresh water)  
who rarely used it.  It has 512/525 original hours.  The engines are the optional “FWC”  
Crusaders 350/270hp with the oil being changed every 20 hours since new. The boat is  
restored and updated to Sea Ray specs. Both engines were removed  last year, painted  
and detailed.  All hoses & belts were replaced, drives resealed by Allain’s, overhauled all  
pumps, starters and alternators and more.  Props balanced and polished. The boat is  
loaded with options including air conditioning and enclosures.   Has covers for bridge,  
cockpit and windshield. Sleeps six comfortably, stand up  shower, easy to handle.   
Works perfect.. This is a beautiful spotless big boat that needs nothing.  Reason for selling, went to a bigger Sea Ray.  I have 
complete brochure with lots of pictures, specs and features for the asking or can email.  Trailer is a 2005 Magic Tilt 13,000 Ib. 
aluminum.  Contact: Don Simmonds - 902-892-1716  - southside@eastlink.ca  
 
Approximately 300' of 1/2" white polyester line for sale. $0.50 per foot.   Contact Greg at gregmackay.ms@gmail.com 
 
 
 Top quality marine silvered triple wire 12g and 14g for sale. New, only needed part of each 
 spool for AC 110V rewire during our refit. Contact Jim Thompson jimt at pei.sympatico.ca.
 
 

Wanted 
If anyone has any water skiis for sale.  Please contact cj.macfarlane@gmail.com 
 

Need to sell something ? 
Try posting it here..  http://charlottetown.kijiji.ca/  

Check out Atlantic Canada Boats at www.atlanticcanadaboats.com  
THE ONLY BOATING BUY/SELL/TRADE WEBSITE EXCLUSIVELY FOR ATLANTIC CANADIAN BOATERS! 

mailto:web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca
mailto:ascudmore@eastlink.ca
mailto:southside@eastlink.ca
mailto:gregmackay.ms@gmail.com
mailto:cj.macfarlane@gmail.com
http://charlottetown.kijiji.ca/
www.atlanticcanadaboats.com
Jim
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March 2010 Dock Lines Award Winner 
 

First Place: Rick M 
My new 1GP (one gator power) kicker really 
enhances my fuel economy. 
 
Second Place: Al R 
Feet Don't Fail Me Now 
 
Honorable Mention 
 

You write the caption!  
Will you win the 

coveted 
"Dock Lines Award"  

for best caption?  
Instructions: E-mail Newsletter Editor Andrew Cudmore with the 
subject Line “Dock Line Award” to web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca 
with your caption as the message! It’s that easy ! 
The winner, 2nd place, and Honorable (almost) Mention will be posted in the next 
newsletter.  Good Luck !   
Please send all submissions by August 27, 2010 

Are you interested in Advertising in our Squadron Newsletter ?Are you interested in Advertising in our Squadron Newsletter ?  
Our newsletter is viewed by hundereds of boaters and is published 

quarterly. If interested please e-mail Andrew Cudmore for annual rates: 
web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca  

mailto:web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca
mailto:web2@blueheroncps.pe.ca


Report from CYC 
Charlottetown Yacht Club along with WaveSkills Sailing School will cohost a Ladies Night of Sailing at the 
CYC.  All ladies are invited to go sailing on Tuesday, July 6 at 6pm.  There will be a maximum of 50 
accomodated, and cost is $20 with proceeds going to CYC.  Prizes, short lesson, and visit to the Treehouse 
will make the night complete.  To register, contact Ellen MacPhail Ellen@waveskills.ca or Lisa MacKinnon at 
manager@cyc.pe.ca 
  
Under new management, The Treehouse, is CYC's exciting new bar and restaurant.  Managers Treena &  
Georgina invites all to sample the delicacies available and to relax on the deck overlooking Charlottetown's 
top waterside view.  
  
In addition to Monday and Wednesday club races, on the start and finish lines is the Shediac to 
Charlottetown NSTYA Night Race. Racers are expected on the Charlottetown finish line from the wee hours 
onward on July 11.  Other races include Charlottetown Race Week which will be kicked off by a local and 
smaller NSTYA race on July 14. Race Week will run till July 18 bringing several off Island racers.   
  

Safety Report 
Six trained members of the Blue Heron Power & Sail Squadron, along with Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary 
(CGA), Coast Guard Inshore Rescue crews and PEI’s Ground Search and Rescue teams (GSAR) can now 
provide Courtesy Checks in Prince Edward Island. The Maritimes Office of Boating Safety coordinates the 
Courtesy Check program, and has a Memorandum of Understanding for the Courtesy Check program with 
Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP). Blue Heron Squadron is a unit of CPS-ECP based in 
Charlottetown. Specially trained Blue Heron Squadron members are called "Boating Safety Volunteers".  
  
The six local Boating Safety Volunteers authorized to offer Pleasure Craft Courtesy Checks are as follows: 
Ellen MacPhail, Harley Richardson, Rick Martijn, David Beaton, Andrew Cudmore, and John MacKinnon 
 
Feel free to contact any of the above for a Courtesy Check. 
What is a "Pleasure Craft Courtesy Check"? (also available on Blue Heron's website). 
The purpose of a Courtesy Check is to assist the owner of a pleasure vessel up to 20 meters to maintain 
their vessel's safety equipment at acceptable standards.  
The law requires carriage of prescribed safety equipment.  
A Pleasure Craft Courtesy Check is neither mandatory nor required by law.  
A Courtesy Check is not an inspection, and does not replace an inspection that may be demanded by an 
enforcement agency.  
The information obtained during a Pleasure Craft Courtesy Check will not be forwarded to any enforcement 
agency.  
Personal records of Courtesy Checks are not kept, only anonymous data like overall numbers.  
A Pleasure Craft Courtesy Check can take up to 45 minutes, or as little as 15 minutes with the latest check 
list format. At the boater’s invitation the Boating Safety Volunteer will board their vessel to conduct the 
check. The Boating Safety Volunteer will examine all of the safety equipment required on the vessel 
according to the Canada Shipping Act, Small Vessel Regulations and Collision Regulations. The check 
includes making sure the equipment is present and in good working condition. A check of optional safety 
and navigational equipment will also be carried out. The Boating Safety Volunteer will also discuss general 
safety awareness and safe boating practices.  
 
Upon successful completion of the check, a decal will be issued for display on the vessel. Some boaters 
worry that they will not successfully complete the check. The boater should not be concerned about this. 
They will be offered suggestions to assist them in remedying any deficiencies. 
The objective of the Pleasure Craft Courtesy Check program is to advise boaters and improve their safety 
and enjoyment while on the water. A boat owner who requests a Courtesy Check demonstrates good 
seamanship, responsibility and care for the safety of crew and guests. 
 
Both reports respectfully submitted, 
Ellen MacPhail 

mailto:Ellen@waveskills.ca
mailto:manager@cyc.pe.ca


Member Benefits  
 

 
Benefits from our corporate sponsors can more than cover the cost of your annual membership; many 
more benefits negotiated by individual squadrons (CPS Chapters) are also available to members 
accross the country: 
CPS Group Insurance by Cowan Insurance Brokers: *  

• Boat Insurance  
Members save from 15% to 40%  
Associates save up to 5%  
Includes Identity Theft protection. 

• CPS Group Home & Auto Insurance  
Receive Canadian Yachting Magazine 
Half-Price Membership with BOAT U.S.  
Plus access to many more benefits in the U.S. and Canada such as West Marine Chandleries.  
Save 10% with:  

• Delta Hotels  
• Choice Hotels  
• Caribbean Luxury Skippered Charter by JT Yachting. Exclusive to CPS Members  
• National Car Rental (Canada) Affinity and Association Benefits Program  

BOATCAN Computer Boat Sales 20% exclusive discount to CPS members  
Save on boating equipment from manufacturers of premier nautical equipment:  

• Weems & Plath  
Save 25% on precision navigation tools and products ordered directly from Weems & Plath.  

• MariTech Industries  
Save 15% on award-winning boat safety equipment. 

• ICOM Canada  
Save on high quality radio equipment. 

Ports Cruising Guides 25% exclusive discount to CPS members. 
Members: login for the up to date list of Corporate and local Membership Benefits, access to the 
corporate rate codes, and direct links to partner web sites.  
* Note: Savings compared with a similar policy from Cowan Group to non-members. To qualify for 
the CPS Insurance program, it may be required for some boats that a recent marine survey be 
presented; as a result, not all boats may qualify or restrictions may apply. The CPS Boat Insurance 
program provides a comprehensive package. Not all proposed competitive policies are as 
comprehensive as the Cowan Group CPS program; read the policy fine prints of any competitive offer.  
** Benefits may change from time to time without notice. 

Blue Heron Power and Sail Squardon is a Unit of  
Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons CPS-ECP® 
  
Mission: To increase awareness and knowledge of safe boating by educating and 
training members and the general public, by fostering fellowship among members, and 
by establishing partnerships and alliances with organizations and agencies interested in 
boating. We are a non-profit organization of unpaid volunteers teaching better boating. 



District Meeting AGM Report 
 
 

I was fortunate to attend the District 5 AGM meetings in Saint John NB May 15th & 16th. 
The Kennebecasis Squadron played host at the Royal Kennebecasis Yacht Club. 
The meetings started Saturday morning with a break for lunch and than continued until 1600hr. 
 
That gave us enough time to return to our hotel and change into proper dress for the evening events. The local 
Kennebecasis Squadron who played host to the District meetings was also celebrating their 50th anniversary. Their 
AGM and awards were held in the early evening followed by a social hour and a buffet dinner.  
The next morning the District meetings continued at the Yacht Club until about 1100hr before leaving for home. 
 
The meetings although in my mind were some what dragged out at times covered allot of material. 
On membership it was noted that membership across Canada was dropping and discussion was held on how to change 
the trend. It was noted that the associate members only had a 12% retaining rate and regular members that stayed the 
second year had an 83% retaining rate. That sparked discussion and debate on dropping the associate membership and 
there would be only one membership for all. This discussion will be held at all the District meetings and brought 
forward at the National meetings for final approval.  
 
There was a report on the National AGM being held in Halifax in 2011 October 19 to the 23rd. 
 It was stated that each Squadron in the Atlantic district would be asked to supply 10 prizes with a value around $30 
each. And that each Squadron sends as many members as possible to next years national AGM in Halifax. The Atlantic 
District will also be sending two members to Nanaimo BC this year to observe for next years National AGM in Halifax 
 
There was also a heated discussion on some how valuating and accreting the instructors. This was left some what 
stalemated. Talking to the National Commander afterwards I suggested to him that there was a business on PEI that do 
this sort of work and that I would make the contact for him as so they could discuses the issue and maybe of help. 
 
I was surprised to learn that there is a problem for new boaters in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia that they are 
warned before buying a boat make sure that you have some were to park it that Marina space is fast becoming an issue. 
 
The Blue Heron (thanks to the bridge on their hard work) received the Squadron AH Mitton Achievement Award. This 
award is presented to the Squadron that has the highest membership retention percentage and also highest student ratio. 
 
Also we along with only one other Squadron received the 100% Honor Roll for the furtherance of training program. 
 
After I get the Plaque engraved I will display both at the CYC show case. 
Next new business was us hosting the District AGM here on PEI next year. 
After pointing out that a number of Squadrons will be celebrating their 50th in the coming years and that we would like 
to host next year. All I was looking for was approval in principal and report back at the fall meetings with hotel prices 
and meeting room prices I had a pleasant surprise. We were awarded the District AGM for next year on April 30th & 
May 1, 2011 
 
So I will be in Contact with Dave Beaton (our 50th chair) as how to coordinate these meetings with our (blue heron) 
AGM, awards and change of watch in 2011. I hope to be working on this aspect as soon as possible so I can report 
back to the Blue Heron for approval and than to District. 
 
Wellington Gay 
Commander Blue Heron CPS 



March 2010 Governing Board Meeting 
Dear Member:  In an effort to improve the communications link between National (your elected representatives) and the 
Squadron members, I am forwarding the following synopsis of Governing Board (GB) meeting held in Toronto, on 
March 27 - 28, 2010. Please consult your Squadron Commander and/or District Commander for full details on any of 
the issues mentioned herein. 
 

Synopsis of the March 2010 Governing Board Meeting 
1. The following Motions were approved by the Governing Board; 
a) Housekeeping motions to properly;  
i) document CPS Associate Members qualifying for Life Membership, 
ii) clarify when a Squadron Associate Member’s membership terminates,  
iii) confirm that any person who signs documents or contracts in the normal course of their duties must be of the Age of 
Majority for the Province or Territory in which they reside, 
iv) confirm that all of the members who have completed the previous Instructor Training course or the Instructor 
Development Course may wear the Instructor’s insignia, and  
v) establish a policy directing that all Marriott Hotel Reward Points accumulated on the CPS Master Account be used in 
reducing the costs of future CPS activities.  
b) The Surrender of the Warrant of Gravenhurst Squadron with condition for controlling funds. 
c) Clarification/confirmation that the Operating Committee (OpCom) may accept Warrant Surrender requests, along 
with establishing the basis for determining the effective date of cessation of related Squadron’s activities. 
d) Clarification that while alternates may attend a GB meeting on behalf of a Director and participate in Board 
discussions, due to liability considerations, only Directors of the Corporation are permitted a vote. 
e) Adoption of proposed Operating and Capital Budget for the Fiscal year July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011 as presented by 
the Finance Committee. A copy of the Budget is available with the posted Treasurer’s Report on our Member’s website 
under the following web address (Members Moorings, Meetings, GB Reports March 2010, Treasurer) which you can 
copy and paste to your internet browser address line. 
 
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/members/members.asp?WCE=C=47|K=233535  
 
f) Adoption of the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan as presented by the Planning Committee. This had been modified from that 
presented at the September 2009 Governing Board meeting as a result of feedback from the Membership, and will now 
be implemented by the Operating Committee. You may view the plan by clicking on the “CPS Final 2011-2015 
Strategic Plan” link on our Member’s website homepage under “new items” (https://www.cps-
ecp.ca/members/members.asp). The Planning Committee were recognized and thanked for the hard work that they have 
put into developing this plan.  
g) Adoption of a new policy outlining guidelines for District and Squadron signing authority as developed and 
presented at the September 2009 Governing Board meeting and after feedback received from Districts and Squadrons.  
2. The following Motions were also approved by the Governing Board. However, due to their nature and impact on our 
By-Laws they require approval by the Members prior to implementation. In each case the GB has recommended that the 
Members add their approval at the next Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Members in October, 2010. These 
motions will be included in the Notice of Meeting for our October AGM. 
a) A change to By-Law Article 21.01 to clarify who has formal signing authority to commit the Organization. Proposal 
is for contracts, documents or any instruments in writing requiring the signature or certification of the Corporation to be 
signed by two members of the Operating Committee, one of which must be the Chief Commander, or the National 
Executive Officer or the National Training Officer with the Operating Committee having the ability to appoint another 
officer or officers or any person or persons on behalf of the Corporation to sign specific instruments. 
b) Revocation of the discount presently granted for early payment of Membership dues. Presently members who pay 
their dues at least 30 days prior to their Membership expiry date receive a $3.00 discount on their dues. This early 
payment benefit became an issue last year with many members paying their dues after the discount cut off period but 
still claiming the discount, contributing to some anomalies in payments between some of those who renew 
electronically and those who renew by paper and creating expensive follow up work for Headquarters (HQ) staff. The 
revocation of the discount will both solve this issue and provide an anticipated needed infusion to the budget for 2011. 
3. The ongoing need for, and benefits of, the National Port Captain Committee are to be reviewed with input to be 
provided by the Districts to National Administration Officer by May 15, 2010. 

https://www.cps-ecp.ca/members/members.asp?WCE=C=47|K=233535
https://www.cpsecp.ca/members/members.asp


March 2010 Governing Board Meeting....continued 
 
5. CPS CSBAW will be held May 29 – June 4, 2010. Preparations are well underway thanks to efforts of Chair, Craig 
Stewart. Many events are expected to take place across the country.  
6. Mal provided a presentation on the RVCC program and advised preparations are well underway and we expect 
materials to be distributed and checks to commence during the month of May.  
 
7. The Chair of the CPS Foundation, John Hinksman, reported that now the Foundation has achieved its goal of 
$750.000 it is now working on the next goal of $1 million, and that was kick started with two presentations. The 
Foundation website is linked to the CPS website and donations can be made there.  
8. National Training Officer (NTO), Joe Gatfield advised that a team has been put together to update the Training 
Manual, the CPS passport program is being rolled out starting in May and that we have just awarded eleven new Senior 
Navigator (SN) designations which are significant accomplishments for the recipients. He provided a presentation on 
“on-line” courses and current status of CPS efforts to provide that option for our courses, and discussed progress under 
Transport Canada’s new PCOC course and testing protocols.  
9. National Administration Officer (NAO), Catherine McLeod, announced that a special discount code for purchases 
from one of our partners in safe boating, Weems and Plath, had been sent to the D/C’s for onward provision to the 
Squadrons, and the contract had been signed with the Delta Chelsea in Toronto for our 2012 Annual Conference.  
10. National Secretary, Elaine Jeffery, passed around samples of new commemorative CPS pins and tabs that are now 
to be provided with 5, 10 and 15 year Merit Marks thanks to the generous support of the CPS Foundation. 
11. National Treasurer, Robert Pepin, announced that the Financial Review Committee has now been struck under the 
Co-Chairmanship of Assistant National Treasurer and General Director, Karen Connor, and Member of the Committee 
on Rules and General Director, Doug Stewart. The Committee would like assistance from 3 – 5 Members with strong 
financial backgrounds and you can contact either Co-Chair to express your interest.  
 
12. Committee on Rules Chair, Norm Headrick, advised that September 19, 2010 is the deadline for submissions of any 
Motions to be presented at the October 2010 Governing Board and October 15th is the deadline for receipt of Right to 
Vote and Appointment of Delegate Forms at HQ for the October 2010 National AGM  
13. The Governing Board accepted the surrender of the Warrant of Kamloops Squadron and revoked the Warrant of 
Brampton Squadron with members to be transferred to other close Squadrons of their choice, and approved a name 
change for Markham Squadron to Markham Agincourt Power and Sail Squadron. 
14.National Executive Officer (NEO), Richard Bee, advised of difficulties encountered by reducing both GB and 
OpCom meetings by one this year. This was a trial and he announced reinstatement of previous meeting schedules for 
2010-2011  
15. There was significant discussion over the two primary classes of Membership presently existing in CPS; the 
Regular Membership that is granted to Boating Course Graduates and the CPS Associate Membership that is granted to 
successful Boat Pro (PCOC) exam graduates, and whether or not we should consider a possible merger into one primary 
membership category. Discussions centered on the differences in benefits and volunteering opportunities, with several 
arguments made both in favour of and against such action. It was strongly felt that this was a topic that requires input 
directly from the Membership and, if deemed appropriate for consideration, would be subject to a vote of Members at 
our National AGM To facilitate a proper assessment and consideration of Member’s views, an Ad Hoc Committee with 
wide geographic representation has been set up within the National Membership Committee under the Chairmanship of 
National Membership Chair, David Peebles. Member’s input is very important and it would be appreciated if you 
would provide your views via the Membership Forum on our Members website (http://forums.cps-ecp.ca/Default.aspx) 
or via email to David Peebles (dandjpeebles@telus.net). Please contribute to the discussion on this important topic.  
 
Please visit CPS Member’s Moorings (https://www.cps-ecp.ca/members/members.asp) under Recent Updates to view 
the full minutes of the Governing Board Meeting and consult your Squadron and District Commanders for full details 
on all discussions regarding any of the foregoing points. 
Best regards and Safe Boating!  
 
Malcolm Blann AP  
Chief Commander  
Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 

https://www.cps-ecp.ca/members/members.asp



